Our Redeemer Lutheran Church The Second Sunday of Lent
Quincy, IL Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.
Rev. Martin R. Eden Sunday, February 28, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.

“The Third Day | Finish My Course”

Luke 13:31-35

Last week, in our Gospel lesson, we witnessed the deuvil
tempting Jesus in the wilderness, which was the first act of Jesus’
ministry after His Baptism. But, as we saw last week, there was
no chance that Jesus was going to do anything contrary to His
Father’s divine will. Jesus especially was not going to do
something so obviously wrong as to openly worship the devil;
thereby destroying God’s plan of salvation.

Christ’s time in the wilderness was to allow Himself to be at
His physically weakest point and let Satan take his best shot at
Him. But were those three temptations really Satan’s best shot?
Remember that Satan is the great deceiver. He rarely works in
open and obvious ways. He likes to work behind the scenes and
with half-truths and deception.

Last week, we saw how the devil used the very Word of God
in an attempt to lead Jesus off course and thereby thwart the plan
of salvation. And when Jesus resisted the temptations, we are
told that the devil “left him until an opportune time” [Lk. 4:13]. In

our Gospel lesson today, was this plea of the Pharisees for Jesus

1



to leave His appointed path to Jerusalem done as a further
temptation for Jesus to save Himself rather than complete God’s
plan of salvation? Was this now the opportune time that Satan
had been waiting for?

Was Satan using these men, who may have been well-
intentioned followers of Jesus, as we know some Pharisees
were? | believe that it is not unreasonable to see Satan using
them for his own malicious purposes by putting forth this
hypocritical plea for Jesus to save Himself -- thereby proving to be
“a false prophet who seeks to avoid the suffering and martyrdom
of the prophets [who came] before him (cf. 11:47-52)". “For it
cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.”

| believe that this was a temptation of Satan, because it fits
his pattern. Last week, we saw that he came after Jesus when
Jesus was at His weakest point -- physically exhausted and
hungry. Satan loves to tempt us when we are weak.

But he also loves to tempt us when we are strong and able,
and he loves to work behind the scenes and lead us away from
the path God desires for us. The chance for Jesus to save
Himself fits Satan’s pattern. He wanted to keep Jesus from being

that final lamb of sacrifice. As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “It was
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the Lord’s will to crush Him (the Christ) and cause Him to suffer.”
We must remember that Jesus died according to God’s plan and
God’s time frame, not Satan’s. Satan was not and is not in
charge of this world.

And Satan failed again. Jesus ignored this plea, ignored this
warnings, and faithfully continued His ministry even though He
knew the path He was on would lead Him directly to Jerusalem
and the cross of Calvary.” Jesus never compromised His
Father’s will or took the easy way out.

His ministry was solely focused on one event, one sacrifice,
one task that had to be accomplished. He says, “I| must keep
going today and tomorrow and the day following.” | believe there
IS a strong connection to the reference of three days -- today,
tomorrow, and the day following — with Good Friday, Holy
Saturday, and Easter morning. As He says, “the third day I finish
my course.”

Christ’s ministry was not a series of coincidences and fateful
chance meetings. There was one event, one sacrifice, one task
to be accomplished. Everything happened according to the will of
God. Luke tells us that Jesus was born in the Spring at the time

that lambs were born in Israel. We are told that Jesus died at
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3:00 in the afternoon. 3:00 in the afternoon is the time that God
prescribed a sacrificial lamb was to be offered at the temple.

Jesus is more than just a prophet who healed the sick and
drove out demons. He is the Lamb of sacrifice. He is our high
priest who offered that perfect sacrifice, and has brought about a
reality greater than the Temple.

The reality of Christ is that His ministry, death, and
resurrection provides us with more than just a good story this time
of year. Through His fulfillment of His Father’s plan of salvation,
the outcome of your life is not a series of coincidences and fateful
chance meetings either. The day and time of your birth was in
God'’s plan. The day and time you are called out of this life is in
God’s plan. The day and time of Christ’s return and the
resurrection of all flesh is in God'’s plan.

All of human history has revolved around and has focused
on that one event, that one sacrifice, that one task being
accomplished. And there was nothing that could prevent Christ
from going forward today, tomorrow, and the third day finishing

His course. Amen.



